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ACTION EUR-25 
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076015 

R 281644Z AUG 73 
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INFO AMCONSUL BREMEN UNN 
AMCONSUL DUESSELDORF UNN 
AMCONSUL FRANKFURT UNN 
AMCONSUL HAMBURG UNN 
AMCONSUL MUNICH UNN 
AMCONSUL STUTTGART UNN 
USMISSION BERLIN UNN 

UNCLAS BONN 12307 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, GW 

SUBJECT: GOVERNMENT CONCERN AT WILDCAT STRIKES 

REF: EMBASSY A-222, APRIL 6; DUESSELDORF A-99, 

AUGUST 22; A-100, AUGUST 23, 1973 

iv A WAVE OF WILDCAT STRIKES WHICH BEGAN IN SOME 
MEDIUM-SIZED METAL-FABRICATING ENTERPISES IN NORTH 
WESTPHALIA EARLIER THIS MONTH WITH WORKERS DEMANDING 
AND EVENTUALLY ENFORCING COST-OF-LIVING SUPPLEMENTS 
TO COMPENSATE FOR INFLATION, SPREAD TO THE LARGE 
AUTOMOBILE CORPORATIONS OPEL (GM) PLANT IN BOCHUM, FORD 
IN COLOGNE, AND THE BUDERUS IRON WORKS IN LOLLAR (NORTH 
HESSE), AFFECTING A TOTAL OF 50,000 WORKERS BY THE END 
OF LAST WEEK. WHILE THE WALKOUT IN THE BOCHUM OPEL 
PLANT WAS LARGELY SETTLED AUGUST 27, FORD DECIDED TO 
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STOP PLANT OPERATIONS AT LEAST UNTIL AUGUST 28 SINCE 
THE SECURITY OF WORKERS WILLING TO WORK COULD NOT BE 
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GUARANTEED. 

2. THE UNEXPECTED AND RAPID SPREAD OF THE WALKOUTS, 

WITH LEFT-WING RADICALS APPARENTLY GAINING INCREASING 
INFLUENCE HAS LED THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO ACT AND 
THE CDU/CSU OPPOSITION, PREDICTABLY, TO ATTACK THE 
GOVERNMENT. CHANCELLOR BRANDT AND LABOR MINISTER 
ARENDT (SPD) CONFERRED WITH DGB PRESIDENT VETTER AND 
METALWORKERS UNION PRESIDENT LODERER AUGUST 26, AND 
ALSO MET WITH MAJOR EMPLOYERS REPRESENTATIVES ON 
AUGUST 27. THE GOVERNMENT IS ENCOURAGING UNIONS AND 
EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIATIONS TO NEGOTIATE A SETTLEMENT 
THROUGH SUPPLEMENTING EXISTING COLLECTIVE AGREEMENTS, 
RATHER THAN TO PERMIT THE LEADERSHIP OF THESE WILDCAT 
EFFORTS TO CONTINUE AT THE LOCAL LEVEL. 

3. CDU VICE-CHAIRMAN HANS KATZER, FORMER FEDERAL 
LABOR MINISTER AND HEAD OF THE PARTY'S LABOR WING, 

HAS CHARGED THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT'S FAILURE TO 
COMBAT INFLATION AND THE SPD’S ENDORSEMENT OF SLOGANS 
OF CLASS STRUGGLE HAS GENERATED AN ATMOSPHERE FAVORING 
THE OUTBREAK OF WILDCAT STRIKES. HE CALLED ON THE 
CHANCELLOR TO USE THE FRAMWORK OF THE CONCERTED 
ACTION PROGRAM OF TRIPARTITE DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THE 
GOVERNMENT, UNIONS AND EMPLOYERS’ ASSOCIATIONS TO 
RESOLVE THE PROBLEM.HILLENBRAND 
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